
Present: Ray Thorpe, Pat Shipley, Sue Cejka
Phone: Tom Grote, Vivian Gibson, Alex Schoch
Staff: John Grote, Ross Woolsey, Stella Erondu
Guests: Reagan Williams (UMSL)

Meeting called to order by President Francis at 4:55:

1. Francis distributes hard copies of a Motion to reduce the number of meetings from 10 
to seven (copy follows). Tom Grote, who introduced the motion and put it into writing, 
explained the proposal.

There was discussion among the Board. Tom Grote explains that an earlier discussed 
initial proposal asked for a reduction from 10 to six. Since there was some question if 
the cut was too many, his amended proposal proposal asked for a reduction from 10 to 
seven.

Further discussion results in a motion to reduce meetings from 10 to 7. Unanimously 
approved.

2. Mr. Francis introduced the issue of Board term length. There existed some confusion 
as to which directors have their terms coming to an end, how many terms certain 
members have had, etc. Mr. Thorpe appears to be in his final year of his second term, 
and therefore should be scheduled to be going off at the end of this year. 

• Question was raised as to whether state charter school rules require term limits. 
Answer was no.

• Tom Grote suggests changing the by-laws to allow three consecutive three year 
terms, or to four consecutive two-year terms.

• P. Shipley says Rossman uses 2 four-year terms.
• Motion to amend Section 5 of the By-Laws to allow 4 consecutive two year terms. 

Passed unanimously
• The school accountant will keep track of the Board terms and tenure.

3. Prospective new Board Members
A. Discussion of three other potential members; All appear to be well qualified and 

interested in us. Byron will ask all three to come to the school to meet with him 
and John.

4. A motion to Approve the Minutes from the prior meeting was approved unanimously.

5. Data Wall Presentation by Stella Erondu: Ms. Erondu came into the meeting and 
showed and explained the workings of the Data Wall  in the Multi-Purpose Room.

7. Mr. Francis discussed the meeting that he attended with ED Grote at UMSL regarding 
our charter renewal. He reviewed the options presented to NSCS by UMSL, including 
the possibility of a two year charter extension, creating new standards, personnel 
changes etc. UMSL is particularly pleased with the relationship of the school and Focus 
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on Results, the outside consultants we have hired to help us transition to an even more 
data oriented system. According to Mr. Grote, ultimately as long as our MAP scores 
reflect the progress we have seen and has been evidenced by every assessment 
(NWEA and others), our scores themselves will take care of any uncertainty.

8. Development: 
A. Discussion of recent major foundation grant of $10,000 to purchase and install in 

classroom(s) smartboard technology.
B. Job Description for new Director of Development: There are some preliminary 

drafts of job descriptions being sent to each Board member separately. These 
are evolving as comments from Board members come in. We expect to have a 
new hire in place on July 1.

C. Transitioning; During the transition phase from LaVanna’s departure to the new 
hire, Development issues will go through Ross’s desk.

9. On behalf of Anne Miller, John again made the announcement of the Dr. Seuss Green 
Egg festivities being held 4/16/13. The program is being held on April 16, and 
response has been less than what we expected. Board members were encouraged to 
attend.

10. Space Issues: Mr. Grote referenced a memo he sent to the Board involving the 
future needs for space. This is becoming a problem because we have created the 
Pre-K program at least five years earlier than planned. Mr. Grote reviewed some of 
the early options, and the Board will begin examining options.  

11. ED Grote introduced the subject of the insurance settlement on the roofs. The Board 
agreed with ED Grote’s conclusion that the slate roof on the two story Miles Davis 
Building not be replaced with slate roofing, but something less expensive.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded and adjourned at 6:24.  

Submitted,
ross woolsey
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