
 

Eight years ago, when the original proposal for North Side was written, 
the foundational principle for our work with children and our operation as 
a school was set. It was simple. Successful education of our students 
begins and ends with the quality and effectiveness of teachers and the 
classrooms they create. 
 
Part of our success can be attributed to curriculum, special programs and 
other supports we offer our students.  But it is mainly due to sticking with 
our founding principle and insight that the quality and commitment of our 
teachers, and the work they do with students, will bring us success.  
And it has.  
 
As we begin the 2016-17 school year, we are in good shape. We have 411 
students enrolled, 25 homerooms and the average class size is 16 students. 
The science and social studies curriculums have been reviewed and 
strengthened. The staff is stable with three new teachers and student 
achievement is high (as measured by standardized MAP test). The art 
program is even better with its new, enlarged and improved space.  
 
Our facility improvements are nearly completed and all available 
classroom space is now in service. We have remodeled the old residence 
building and it now serves as our student support center for special 
education and social work.  This increases our capacity to help our 
students with academic and social-emotional issues.  It also unifies their 
efforts by housing them together.  
 
The future also looks good. We have plans to purchase the 2.5 acres on 
Kingshighway (currently playing fields and bus parking area), thereby 
reuniting the two parts of the original ECHO property. If we are 
successful in our fund drive, we will also redevelop the property into 
athletic fields with permanent bleachers, a track and soccer field.  
 

2nd Annual  
Rollin’ with North Side 
Thursday, Oct. 20, 2016 
Pin Up Bowl 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

 

State of North Side 
Reception 
Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2016 
7:30 AM – 9:00 AM 

 

Holiday Concert 
December, TBD 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Friends Helping Friends 
April 2017 
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North Side 

Campus Update 
Exciting things are happening at North Side! Each Summer brings building projects that help expand our 
capacity to serve more students. This Summer was no different.   Our biggest news is that we have an 
opportunity to complete our campus by purchasing the 2.5 acres at the front of the property, which is currently 
owned by the National Benevolent Association.  The cost is $150,000 for the property and it would allow us to 
possibly develop the land into athletic fields for our students.   If you are interested in helping, (any donation 
size will help!), please contact our Director of Development, Muriel Smith at 314-385-9502, ext. 407.  

Where we are today and 
what lies ahead… Winter 2015 

 BEFORE AFTER 

Budget and Scope ($265,000)

 

 
$20,000  
for Track 

  

Features:
Straight line running track with six lanes.

New bleacher seating to accommodate the entire student body  
(up to 400 students)

Defined soccer field. 

TOTAL PROJECT COST $265,000

$35,000  
for Bleachers

$60,000  
for Field and  
Irrigation 

$150,000  
for the acquisition of the front 
acreage property of the school 

MORE UPDATES 
We created a new space for the art room and were able to add a sixth 1st grade classroom to 
accommodate our growth.  We also renovated the “residence building” which is now the Student 
Support Center occupied by the Little Bit Foundation, special education classroom and office and 
social work office.   
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Young Friends of North Side  
The Young Friends of North Side is the 
school’s young professionals board.  They help 
with various campus projects, awareness and 
fundraising for the school.  The group began 
two years ago with co-chairs, Chris 
Haffenreffer and Hunter Powell.  Their 
mission is to connect young professionals in 
St. Louis to North Side through volunteering, 
special events and community work.  The 
group held a bowling event earlier this year 
and has an upcoming event on October 20 at 
the Pin Up Bowl.  They also helped make way 
for the new student support services building 
by clearing out an unused building on the 
campus.      
 
Community Volunteers 
A great group of community volunteers 
collects backpacks and school supplies every 
year for our incoming Kindergarteners.  
Nancy Everett, who had heard about North 

Side through friends, heads the group.  For 
three years, they have donated everything a 
student would need for their first day.  Many of 
our students do not have school supplies and 
often need backpacks either at the beginning of 
the year, or throughout the school year.  We are 
so grateful to the service this group of 
volunteers provides for our students.  The 
children’s faces always light up when they get 
to choose a backpack for themselves.   

Friendship Village of Chesterfield  
The Friendship Village is a senior living 
community and some of its residents have 
provided several beautifully designed chairs for 
our younger students.  The residents 
participate in creative and fine arts programs, 
among other activities, and donated the chairs 
to the school.      

North Side Community School has a wonderful group of community partners that help us provide 
much needed services, and fun activities for our students.   

Community Partners Spotlight 
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Community is important to our staff, students and families. 
North Side Community School is a huge part of our surrounding 
community and we want to continue to offer our campus to area 
groups, host community events and provide opportunities for our 
students to be a part of their community.  

 

Stray Dog Theatre 
North Side has new partners in after 
school care, the Stray Dog Theatre.   
Through their Arts-In-Mind program, 
Stray Dog cultivates safe and positive 
development of children, families and 
communities.  The arts based program 
uses theatre as a unifying focus.  
Students participate in reading, writing, 
performance and design activities after school.    

Monsanto K-12   
Students participated in a special science 
lesson led by a representative from the 
Monsanto K12 STEM Outreach program.  
The interactive lesson gave the 4th and 5th 
grade students an opportunity to conduct 
a fun experiment in the new science lab.  
They performed a DNA extraction using 
a strawberry.  Monsanto provided all of 
the materials for the experiment.  North Side 
was also the recipient of a $20,000 science grant from Monsanto 
Fundlast school year.      

Washington University (Soro and Frat) 
North Side is grateful for the many individual and groups who support 
our mission.  This past year, Chi Omega sorority and Beta Theta Pi 
fraternity raised nearly $12,000 to support our leveled reading 

program. Leveled reading 
materials are extremely useful 
to our students who are 
reading below grade level. The 
group also volunteered to help 
create the new space for the 
art room.  We are excited 
about our new partnership 
with Chi Omega and Beta 
Theta Pi! 

Community Collaborations!  

Recycling in schools is 
important because it cuts 
down on trash, saves money, 
and most importantly, 
teaches students about 
recycling.  Our students 
actively participate in our 
recycling program.  Each 
building is responsible for 
collecting all of their 
recyclables and taking their 
bin to the large recycling 
dumpster. We also have a 
composting program that 
helps cut back on organic 
waste.  Teaching children 
about recycling while they are 
young will help make them 
more aware, so that when 
they reach adulthood, taking 
care of the environment and 
reducing waste will be a 
natural part of their live.  

Staying Green! 
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Volunteers Make the Difference 

Young Friends, Rollin’ with North Side! 
The Young Friends of North Side held their first event, 
Rollin’ with North Side at the Pin Up Bowl in The Loop this 
past Winter.  The event featured team bowling, food and 
drinks in a fun atmosphere.  It drew a crowd of over 100 
guests.  The Young Friends focuses on awareness and 
volunteering for the school.  If you are interested in being a 
part of Young Friends please contact Muriel Smith, at 
muriel.smith@northsidecommunityschool.org.  

Dedicated Tutors 
North Side has a dedicated group of volunteers who tutor our students during the regular school 
year.  These women and men come from all walks of life; some are former teachers, others are young 
professionals and yet still some are retirees who want to give back.  Tutors provide academic 
assistance and support, which can help students who are struggling with a difficult subject.  If you 
are interested in tutoring, please contact Muriel Smith at 314-385-9502 or 
muriel.smith@northsidecommunityschool.org. 
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North Side is proud to announce that we are 1 of only 
2 schools in the St. Louis area who have made great 
progress in closing the achievement gap for low-
income African American students.    
 
North Side Community School will be honored 
alongside KIPP Inspire by CEAM (Children’s 
Education Alliance of Missouri) at their annual 
Champions of Education Reform Awards on October 
13th at the Sheldon Concert Hall.   
 
Our mission is to ensure that our students acquire 
the skills, knowledge and personal qualities needed 
for success, not just in our classrooms, but in middle 
school as well.  It is rewarding to know that our work 
is impactful for our students.  
 
Our goals are to have all of our students be proficient 
in communication arts and math; be knowledgeable 
at age and grade appropriate levels and to develop 
the attitudes and exhibit the behaviors of good 
students.  We are making progress, as our MAP test 
scores have proven over the last 3 years.   
 
But test scores alone do not tell the full story of our 
student’s success.  Our partnership with parents and 
families is key, as is the work our teachers do in the 
classroom on a daily basis.  We have high academic 
standards for academic performance and personal 
conduct, and strive to develop strong students, both 
academically and behaviorally, as a means of 
preparing them for success throughout their 
educational years.  
 
We have a close-knit, strong school community in 
which we address the educational needs of students 
in the neighborhood, especially the need for close and 
continuous attention to individual students academic 
growth and a focus on basic knowledge and skills.   

Introducing… 
 

Closing the Gap 

Caroline Brightman is an new 1st 
grade teacher.   Ms. Brightman 
comes to North Side from 
The Biome School.  
She has worked 
both public 
schools and 
private school.  She 
has been teaching 
for 5 years.  Ms. 
Brightman says she 
is looking forward to 
working with the first 
grade teachers and is excited to help 
her 1st grade class soar! 

Celest Keys is the new 
Kindergarten teacher at 

North Side.  Celest 
has 6 years of 
teaching experience.  

She is new this year, 
but not new to North 

Side. Celest had 
previously taught here 

for two years.  Most 
recently she taught at the 

Jamaa Learning Center.  She is 
looking forward to gaining new 
relationships and experiencing 
her student’s growth.  

Yvette Smith is the new 3rd 
grade teacher this year.  Ms. 
Smith has 16 years of 
elementary school teaching 
experience.  The majority 
of her career has been with 
the Hazelwood School 

District with 2 years in private 
schools.  She’s looking forward to working with 
North Side students and helping them to 
become life long learners.     
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Our Contributors, January 2016 - August 2016  

 

INDIVIDUALS
Jim & Dee Boyle
Anne and Alan Kimbell
Courtney and Andy Savin
Dan and Ann Farrer
Patti and Bill Hulbert
Mary and Bob Rolston
Tamara and Dan Nixon
Craig and Jan Sher
David and Janine Campisi
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Strobel
Nancy and Paul Wellener
Ravi and Radha Nallakrishnan
Donna and Steve Cortese
RonnyBass
Briana Belfiore
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Bernhardt
Ms. Elizabeth Biggs
Darcie Bleiberg
Sarah Brody
The Brownsteins
Carolyn Carl
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Carmody
Samuel Chang
Nancy Chapman
Sharon Chu
Ms. Ginny Crowley
Benjamin Davis
Paul Davis
Robyn Davis
Ms. Nancy Davis
Jeffrey Dixon
Erin Donovan
David E. Nonweiler
Mr. Eric Escagne
Delaney Feldeisen
Catie Gainor
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Garea
Deborah Gold
Mark Gross
Nicholas Grumbach
Blair Gulick
Mr. Frank Guyol
Sharon Harris
Kara Hom
Howard Hom
George J. Grumbach Jr
Ryan Jacobs
Emma Johnson
Jake Johnson
Tory Johnson
Morgan Johnson
Sofia Joison
Ms. Karen Kalish
Apostolos Kallis
Mr. and Mrs. Burton Kennedy
Rhea Khanna
Linda Kimbell
Lenore Kintisch
Mrs. Jane Klamer
Ellen Klinenberg
Lynn Klinenberg

Margaret Vogel
Patrick Lancaster
Sydney Landers
Ed LaPlante
Leonie Family Foundation
Mark Lerner
Myriam Lluria Sitterson
Suzanne Luban
Michael Maley
Alexander Meeks
Rosetta Meiners
Jan mIller
Mrs. Jane Miller
Mr. Rich Moran
Harvey Nixon
Ms. Margaret Nolan
Dalton Nonweiler
Meghan O'Leary
Members of Chi Omega and Beta Theta Pi
Ms. Betty Okenfuss
Chi Omega Epsilon Mu chapter at 
Northeastern University
Amanda Phan
Brenda Powell
Julie Raskin
Hannah Raskin-Gross
Paige Raymond
Ken Rivkin
Nancy Roberts
Hayden Roche
David Roen
Lisa Rollo
Lenore Rosen
Annie Rusthoven
Eric S. HIrschberg
Robert S. Cohen
Yecta Sadat
Helen Sakaue
Mr. Steve Schafer
Robert Schanzer
Lori Setton
Bert Shepley
Curtis Sitterson
Anne Skinner
Taylor Slivka
Deborah Slott
Luke Song
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Stephens
Meg Stolberg
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Strahorn
Eran Strod
Judith Stump
Ms. Ellen Svenson
Sheri Takac
Loring Telleen
Susan Thompson
Ms. Jacqui Turner
E. Vaughn Dunnigan
Judith Veis
Nathan Vogt
Ms. Barbara Washington
Franklin Z.  Davidson

COMPANIES
Armstrong Teasdale, LLP
Centric Group
Commerce Trust Company
Employees Community Fund of 
Boeing
Express Scripts
Hager Companies
Huntleigh McGee
Husch Blackwell LLP
HWP Rigging
JB Gury Manufacturing
Lockton
Rubin Brown LLP
Stifel Bank & Trust
Westbrook & Co., P.C.

FOUNDATIONS & 
ORGANIZATIONS
Anonymous
Bring Me A Book St. Louis
Centene Charitable Foundation
Chapman Family Foundation
Community Foundation Serving 
Richmond & Central Virginia
Jewish Fund for Human Needs
John & Muriel Eulich 
Charitable Fund 
Kingsway East Conservation 
Ladue Garden Club
Leonie Family Foundation
Mysun Charitable Foundation
Old Newsboys Day
Pott Foundation
St. Louis Christmas Carols
St. Louis Service Bureau
Urban League of Metro St. 
Louis

INKIND
Armstrong Teasdale, LLP
Ms. Sue Cejka
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Dorsey
Ms. Nancy Everett
Ms. Marcia Hart
Ms. Hillary Hinz
Hotel Ignacio
Jazz St. Louis
Ms. Gerre Langton
Marc Christian Fine Cabinetry
Palm Health
Ms. Margaret Pauley
Ms. Audrey Richardson
Mr. Ken Rinderknecht
Mr. Alexander Schoch
Sheldon Concert Hall & Art 
Galleries
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Thorpe
Triumph Grill
Ms. Maria Weir



 

  

 
 

Wish List 

 Fall 2016 

Board of Directors 
James Brigham, President 
Susan Cejka, Treasurer 
Vivian Gibson, Secretary 
Kathy Anderson 
Byron Frances 
Beth Louis 
Dotti McDowell  
Alison Nash, M.D. 
Patricia Shipley 
Raymond Thorpe 
 
School Leadership 
John Grote, Exec. Director 
Stella Erondu, Principal 
Janine Gorrell, Asst. Principal 
Brian Gross, Dir. Finance, 
Admin. & Transportation  
Muriel Smith, Dir. of 
Development 

General Classroom Items 
Markers 
Crayons 

Post It Notes 
Dry Ease Markers 

 
Special Classroom Items 

Chrome Books 
Computer Tablets for Kindergarten 

 
Pre-K Items 

Puzzles 
Blocks (numbers, letters, etc) 

Dress Up Clothing 
Plastic Storage Bins 

Wooden Dollhouse figurines and furniture 
 

Special Items 
Small adjustable basketball hoops 

 

3033 N. Euclid Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63115  

northsidecommunityschool.org 
(314) 385-9502 
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