
The meeting was called to order at 4:45PM. Gibson, Shipley, Francis, Cejka, T. Grote 
(phone), and Margaret Williams present.

Staff present: Woolsey, J. Grote

Guests: LaVanna Wrobley (Development Consultant), Brie Nelson, (UMSL)

1. The meeting began with a continuation of the discussion of the purchase of the 
property. Various options were brought forward for discussion. Several issues were 
discussed, including existing tenets, financing of the loan, and what work needed to 
be completed before any sale could be completed.

2. A particular focus was the boundary lines of the offer from the landlord. If we were to 
accept their boundaries exactly, they would conflict with our existing playground, so 
that would need to be negotiated by Chairman Francis and Executive Director Grote.

3. The Board agreed to extend Chairman Francis’s authority to continue to negotiate 
with the landlord. He was given the authority to call a Teleconference Board meeting 
to discuss the negotiations, and ask for further authority to amend our offer, if 
necessary.

4. ED Grote discussed the situation regarding a possible loan with IFF.

5. LaVanna Wrobley updated the Board on the progress of Development.
1) Gateway Children’s Charity Grant: $50,000 grant pledged; May 19 Function to 

raise funds
2) Kaboom and the MICDS Playground situation
3) Facebook and Social Media Efforts
4) New fundraising event to be held toward the end of August, tied around, (but after) 

the opening of the School year. A barbecue is the preliminary suggestion, but 
other ideas are being considered.

6. There was a discussion of the beginning of the Student Recruitment campaign for 
2012-2013. The timeline was discussed including specific events, especially

1)  the Easter Egg Hunt, to be conducted in conjunction with Alderman Troupe’s 
Ujamaa Corp.
2) Parent Dinners, to be held on three consecutive Wednesdays, beginning April 4. 
Vivian Gibson has volunteered to cook the spaghetti dinners, and various members 
of the Board offered to help.

7. Executive Director Grote discussed faculty salaries, and the need to raise our starting 
teacher salary. Current faculty members will receive a 7% increase for the 2012-2013 
school year.
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8. A discussion of Student Assessment instruments was held. ED Grote announced that 
the School has decided to adopt NWEA (Northwest Evaluation Association) to replace 
ITBS. Among the reasons given were

• the more systematic nature of the testing
• it is more teacher friendly, 
• it is not as time consuming as our current instrument
• the strong recommendation of the charter school community, including the state 
association and our sponsor, UMSL.

9. Brie Nelson, our new sponsor contact at UMSL, was introduced to the Board, and 
gave a brief background of her trail to UMSL and the charter school movement.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20PM

NSCS March Board Meeting Minutes 3/3/12

2! Thursday, March 29, 2012


