
Q & A with Coach Earl Neal 
 

 

#1 - How long have you been coaching B-ball? 

I have been coaching basketball for two seasons at North Side, but have been coaching 

youth sports for 22 years.  The majority of the time has been as a competitive soccer 

coach. I grew up teaching basketball to my nephew.  I noticed things that I would do 

differently if I coached basketball.  I knew I would be successful as a basketball coach 

because soccer concepts translate to the basketball court.  

 

#2 - How long have you been teaching at North Side? 

I have been a teacher at North Side for 5 years.  My first year was as a third grade 

teacher.  My passion has alway been as a fourth grade teacher, so I was fortunate to 

loop with my students.  I have been a fourth grade teacher for the last four years and 

plan to be here for many more.  

 

#3 - Why did you decide to coach the team? 

Mr. Woolsey started the basketball program. He  did a wonderful job, but unfortunately 

had to step down as coach.  Mr. Grote asked if I would be willing to coach the team.  I 

was more than willing to step up as the new  coach.  The kids love all the sports and 

activities we offer at North Side, and basketball is no different.  I wanted the kids to be 

able to continue to play a sport they enjoy and help them compete at the highest level 

possible.  Some of our kids are able to play on teams outside of school, but several of 

our kids are only able to be part of a team because of the generosity of Mr. Grote and 

the school.   Mr. Grote and North Side offer the kids an opportunity to compete for their 

school.  I wanted to be just as supportive.  Last year's team played very well and 

enjoyed playing in front of their classmate, parents, staff members, administration, and 

even board members.  The kids were able to bring the excitement from the games to 

school.  The other students wanted the same feeling.  So this year we grew the program 

to three teams.  We now have a fifth grade boys team, fourth grade boys team, and a 

girls team.  

 

#4 - What do you think the kids learn from being on the team? 

The kids learn many things playing for the team. Most importantly, they all learn that 

they are student athletes and the student part comes first. The students and parent sign 

a contract to be on the team. There are academic and behavioral components that must 

be met.  The fourth grade teachers, fifth grade teachers, and administration all lend a 

hand in constructing the contract.  

 



The second thing the kids learn is teamwork.  We have many kids who are very 

talented . I have taught them that individuals can't be successful in a team sport.  They 

all know the most important thing is the team; not the individual.  It really shows during 

games with the amount of quality passing that goes into our success.  All the players 

know that if they play within the team concept, then  everyone will have the opportunity 

to showcase their individual talents.  They will all tell you we win as a team and lose as 

a team.   The kids who have been on the team for 2-3 years are more than willing to 

help the younger kids learn to play basketball the North Side way. 

 

 The last two things, which I think go hand in hand, are is pride and respect.  They know 

when they put on the school uniform they are representing me, their parents, and their 

school.  When we are at the Center of Clayton, they are extremely respectful to 

everyone they encounter. I never have to remind them about how they need to carry 

themselves as respectful young men.  I have been complimented on their play as well 

their positive attitudes on and off the court.  They take pride in being successful on the 

court and showing respect for their opponents and officials at the same time.  They are 

always willing to work hard and do what I ask of them. To be honest, sometimes I am 

not the nicest person to play for, but they  still try to exceed my expectations.  

Everyone knows I am extremely competitive and like to win. This still  takes a backseat 

to watching the joy the kids get from competing for their school. It  has not only been a 

pleasure to coach the kids, but as an added bonus, it has been a joy getting to know 

their parents.  To see the parents pride watching and cheering is awesome for the kids 

self esteem.  It also make me feel good to be a positive influence in their lives.  

 


