
 

We begin our seventh year in stronger shape than ever before.  Our test 
scores, for both MAP, the State test, and our own NWEA assessments, 
show that 2/3 of our students are able to work at or above their grade 
levels. The remodeling and updating of our facility continued this summer.  
In the main building, we replaced the skylight, roof, HVAC systems, and 
remodeled four classrooms. 90% of this work was paid with grants. We also 
remodeled part of the Early Childhood Center (ECC), creating a new 
cafeteria and making room for a sixth kindergarten classroom. Enrollment 
continues to increase. We have over four hundred students this year, with a 
whopping one hundred being in our six kindergarten classrooms.  Last, but 
never least, the school’s finances are very strong.  As Mrs. Clark, one of our 
pre-k teachers says, “It’s all good!” I agree with her. 
 
Another bit of good news is our new staff members. We have added two new 
positions. Janine Gorrell is our Assistant Principal who will support 
teachers in their work with students. Katherine Banister, our new social 
worker, will work with students and parents. She replaces Ellen 
Goldwasser, who worked part-time last year. The teacher corps has many 
new additions – three in the ECC and six in the elementary grades. All are 
well qualified, eager, and share our school goal of providing an excellent 
education to each of our students. Even more important, we still have our 
veteran teachers who have been providing an excellent education for the 
last six years.  
 
One of the cardinal principles of North Side, from its first day six years ago, 
has been that we at the school can’t educate our students by ourselves. We 
can only do it with the support of the parents and you, our donors and 
volunteers. We have been fortunate throughout our six years. You have 
given us the financial and emotional support we’ve needed to continue our 
work, and our parents have worked with us and been supportive. Working 
together, we have been successful, a success measured by the personal and 
academic growth of our students. Let’s keep doing it, together!   

Back to School Breakfast & 
Open House 
Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015 
8:00 AM – 9:30 PM 

 

Recognition Event 
Thursday, Oct. 8, 2015 
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

 

Holiday Concert 
December, TBD 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Friends Helping Friends 
April 29, 2016 
Moto Muesum 
(NEW DATE & 
LOCATION!) 
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Construction Zone 
Summer was a very busy time at North Side.  Both the main 
campus and early childhood campus underwent renovations.  The 
main building saw the bulk of the renovations.  We added more 
classrooms, replaced the skylights, painted the gym and added 
soundproofing.  The early childhood campus added more classroom 
space as well and a new space for the cafeteria.  Lastly, we created a 
unique space for a dedicated science lab! 
 
The newly renovated spaces can we viewed at the upcoming Back to 
School Breakfast & Open House on September 17 at 8:00 am – 9:30 
am.  Join us to see how they turned out and meet our student 
ambassadors.  

Science Lab Gymnasium 

Classroom 

Skylights 
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Healthy Kids Express  
St. Louis Children’s Hospital has a great 
outreach program called Healthy Kids 
Express. The program was developed to bring 
health care to children from 1-18 years old in 
St. Louis city, surrounding counties and the 
Metro East.  Healthy Kids Express visits 
North Side weekly during the school year to 
provide asthma education and care, dental 
care and treatment, and preventative 
screenings for our students.   They also 
provide information about valuable 
community resources such as low-cost health 
insurance and healthcare providers.     
 

Kingsway East Conservation Association 

Kingsway East Conservation Association has 
been partnering with North Side for over a 
year.  Kingsway is a non-profit that does 
beautification projects, cultural appreciation 
projects, and advocacy for quality housing 

development in the Kingsway East 
neighborhood.   North Side and Kingsway have 
partnered on three events to date: a reading of 
a play about Captain Tandy, a neighborhood 
group meeting, and a community day that 
culminated in a performance by The Black Rep. 
We are excited about our partnership with 
Kingsway which has benefitted both the school 
and the surrounding community.   

VP Community Service Initiative  
The mission of the VP Community Service 
Initiative is to improve the lives of all who call 
St. Louis home.  Annually the VP Dads & 
Daughters volunteer at North Side.   They have 
helped paint classrooms, create a mural in the 
gym and clean up the school grounds and 
gardens.  We are appreciative of their support. 

North Side Community School has a wonderful group of community partners that help us provide 
much needed services, but also fun activities for our students.   

Community Partners Spotlight 
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Community is important to our staff, students and families. 
North Side Community School is a huge part of our surrounding 
community and we want to continue to offer our campus to area 
groups, host community events and provide opportunities for our 
students to be a part of their community.  

 

The Black Rep Comes To 
North Side 
The Black Rep Theatre is the 
largest, professional African 
American theatre company in the 
nation and they chose North Side to 
host their summer community 
performance.  Kingsway East 
Conservation Association co-hosted the North Side 
Community Day with the school, where the day culminated in a 
performance by the Summer Performing Arts program of The Black 
Rep.  The program is for ages 8-17 and is designed to provide them 
with an opportunity to expand their creative talents and imagination.  

Hands on Banking  
As adults, we understand the importance of 
being “literate” about money matters.  
Learning how to think about money and 
manage it wisely is an equally important life 
skill.   Our students learned about 
budgeting and savings when Wells Fargo 
Advisors came to school this summer.   

Community Garden 

Each grade level at North Side is assigned 
a garden on the school grounds.  They 
plant the seeds and watch them grow. 
They tend to it and harvest the fruits of 
their labor when the plants are matured.  
It is all part of learning about where food 
comes from and also about the science of 
growing food.   The gardens include green 
beans, okra, strawberries and tomatoes, 
in addition to other fruits and vegetables.  
It is a great way for students to learn 
about where food comes from.  

 

Community Collaborations!  

Our graduating 5th grade 
class made their mark on our 
school and left behind a 
wonderful memento of their 
time at North Side.  Ms. 
Martin’s 5th grade class 
published a book entitled: 
This Is Where We Are From.  
The book includes essays 
from the students that tell us 
a little bit about themselves 
and what makes them who 
they are.  “It was a great 
project for the students,” said 
Ms. Martin. “I gave them the 
opportunity to express 
themselves.”  The book was 
published and each student 
received a copy for 
themselves and to share with 
their families.  

Published! 
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Volunteers Make the Difference 

Volunteer Luncheon 
Thank you to the many volunteers who help North Side continue to provide a great education to our 
students.  North Side has a small but dedicated group of tutors who come every week during the 
school year to tutor our students.  We honored them and other volunteers at our annual Volunteer 
Luncheon in May.  

Join Young Friends of North Side 
The Young Friends of North Side had their first gathering 
at Urban Chestnut in June.  Chris Haffenreffer and Hunter 
Powell are the co-chairs.  Among its goals are to increase 
awareness of the school’s mission among young adults, 
enhance the volunteer base of the school and build future 
leadership for the school.  If you are interested in being a 
part of Young Friends please contact Muriel Smith, at 
muriel.smith@northsidecommunityschool.org.  
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MAP test results are in and it is official, North Side 
Community School outscored all St. Louis Public 
Schools and charter schools in the area!  Since our 
inception in 2009, North Side has devoted our efforts 
to creating a safe learning environment for our 
students. We believe that our students are capable of 
learning as other students in high performing school 
districts, if given a quality education and with parent 
support. 
 

 
 
Our 2014-2015 MAP test scores were 65% for Math 
and 65% for Communication Arts.  While our 
curriculum is traditional in nature, stressing 
language, math and devoting daily time to science 
and social studies; it also includes hands-on learning 
and additional ways for the students to engage in the 
learning process, like our weekly Friday assemblies.  
 
In the past year, enrollment at North Side has grown 
to 400 students as we have expanded the number of 
Kindergarten classrooms to six this year to 
accommodate the growth.  We are excited about the 
progress our students have made, but know that 
there is still more work to be done.     

Introducing… 
 

MAP Scores  
Show the Difference 

North Side is 
happy to 
announce that we 
have hired our 
very first Assistant 
Principal, Janine 
Gorrell.  Janine 
taught at 
Maplewood-Richmond 
Heights Elementary School for 
6 years as a 2nd and 3rd grade teacher as 
well as a pedagogical coach.  Janine will be 
supporting teachers by guiding them in learning new 
curriculum, using the data we collect to inform our 
instruction, and enhance teachers’ pedagogy teaching 
practices.  Her passion is working with students, 
families, and educators as a community to bring out 
the passion in learning.  “It is one of the only gifts we 
each have control over and can make a life-long 
positive impact,” says Janine. “Working at North Side 
has been such a refreshing, exciting experience.  Here, 
it is a true collaboration, where everyone is dedicated 
to going the distance for our kids.” 
 

Katherine Banister is the new full-time 
Social Worker at North Side.  

Katherine has an LMSW 
and previously worked with 
youth at Epworth.  She has 

also worked at the Wyman 
Center and Camp Weloki, a 

social emotional skill building 
camp.  Katherine will address 

students’ personal, social, and 
emotional needs through 

individual and group work.  She will also collaborate 
with teachers and staff to provide services to 
students and parents.  

Cameron Braun is the 
new School Psychologist 
Intern.  Cameron has 
been an aftercare 
teacher at Saint 
Michael’s School of 
Clayton, YMCA Camp 
Counselor, and did his 
practicum in the 

Special School District.   
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Our Contributors, March 2015 -August 2015  
INDIVIDUALS 
Mrs. Patti Adams 
Mr. Robert Bax 
Mr. and Mrs. James Brigham 
Ms. Susan Cejka 
Ms. Margaret Decker 
Mr. Dan Godar 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Goralnik 
Mr. Tim Greco 
Ms. Rebecca Growe 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haffenreffer 
Mr. and Mrs. John Haffenreffer 
Mr. and Mrs. Burton Kennedy 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig LaBarge 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Louis 
Ms. Elizabeth Mayo 
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Powell 
Mr. William Stengel 
Mr. Jonathan Wolff 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zuccarello 
 
COMPANIES 
Armstrong Teasdale 
Avenue Restaurant 
Daniel & Henry Co. 
Defiance Whiskey 
Employees Community Fund of Boeing 
Midwest BankCentre 
Peabody Energy Matching Gifts Program 
Wine and Cheese Place 
 
FOUNDATIONS & 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Anonymous 
Bellwhether Foundation 
Deaconess Foundation 
Greater Saint Louis Community Fnd. 
Ladue Garden Club 
Old Newsboys Day 
Pott Foundation 
Ready Readers 
St. Louis Service Bureau 
True Value Foundation 
Wells Fargo Foundation 
Williams Family Charitable Fnd. 
 
InKind 
Ms. Margaret Donnelly 
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Dorsey 
Ms. Nancy Everett 
Ms. Annette Heller 
Ms. Hiliary Hinz 
Ms. Cynthia Holmes 
Ms. Gerre Langston 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Louis 
MICDS 
Ms. Betty Okenfuss 
Ms. Margaret Pauley 
Ms. Audrey Richardson 
St. Louis Cardinals 
Ms. Ferne Wiesenthal 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
North Side Community School has many EASY ways to help the school with 
fundraising.  Please consider participating in one of these programs and 
support North Side! 
 
Matching Gifts: 
Many companies offer matching gifts for educational institutions as their way 
of supporting their employees and helping the communities where their 
employees live and work.  Check with your company’s human resources 
department to find out if your company has a matching gift program.   
 
Rewards & Donations Programs 
North Side participates in the following programs: 
 
1) eScrip has partnered with local Schnucks grocery stores to contribute 3% of 
your total purchase amount to North Side. The more you shop, the more WE 
earn! Visit your local Schnucks to request a community card. 
 
2) Target Red Card program can help North Side every time you shop at 
Target.  If you have a Target Red credit card be sure to link your account to 
North Side Community School and Target will donate 1% of your purchases to 
the school. 
 
3) Office Depot gives 5% back to North Side when you make a qualifying 
purchase at any Office Depot.  Just present our school’s ID number (please 
contact Development Office) and North Side will earn points for your 
purchase.  
 
4) AmazonSmile.com program will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 
eligible products to North Side when you select our school at the online check 
out.  
 
5) thredUP for Schools is a program through thredUP.com online shopping 
website that encourages you to clean out your closet, do good, and earn money 
for your chosen school!  100% of the money will go to North Side. 
 
It’s simple: 1) Get a Clean Out bag from North Side; 2) Fill it up with new or 
glently worn clothing items, such as shirts, dresses, shoes or even purses; 3) 
Leave the postage paid bag for your mail carrier or drop off at your local post 
office…and that’s it!   
 
Let us help you get rid of new or gently worn clothing, purses, or shoes.  
Contact Muriel Smith at muriel.smith@northsidecommunityschool.org to 
receive your thredUP Clean Out bag.    



 

 

  

 
 

3033 N. Euclid Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63115  

northsidecommunityschool.org 
(314) 385-9502 

Wish List 

 Fall 2015 

Board of Directors 
James Brigham, President 
Alex Schoch, Vice Pres. 
Susan Cejka, Treasurer 
Vivian Gibson, Secretary 
Kathy Anderson 
Byron Frances 
Beth Louis 
Alison Nash, M.D. 
Dotti Pennington 
Patricia Shipley 
Raymond Thorpe 
 
School Leadership 
John Grote, Exec. Director 
Stella Erondu, Principal 
Janine Gorrell, Asst. Principal 
Anne Miller, Pre-K Director 
Brian Gross, Dir. Finance, 
Admin. & Transportation  
Muriel Smith, Director of 
Development 

General Classroom Items 
Markers 
Crayons 

Post It Notes 
Dry Ease Markers 

 
Special Classroom Items 

Chrome Books 
Computer Tablets for Kindergarten 

 
Pre-K Items 

Puzzles 
Blocks (numbers, letters, etc) 

Dress Up Clothing 
Plastic Storage Bins 

Wooden Dollhouse figurines and furniture 
 

Special Items 
Small adjustable basketball hoops 


