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Dear Friends of NSCS: 

The last month or so has been 
exceptionally busy for North Side. 
While a lot has happened in the 
classroom, the most important event 
was the successful conclusion of 
negotiations to purchase our campus. 
 

When North Side began on our 
current site, we and our landlord 
expected to negotiate a long term 
lease. But a number of unexpected 
factors on the landlord’s side forced a 
surprisingly positive change in plans.  
 

We have negotiated a purchase of 
nearly all the property, including all 
the buildings and additional 
playground space.  With this new 
ownership, North Side will be able to 
make much needed improvements to 
the property, some of which are 
described within this newsletter.   
 

We would like to give special thanks 
 
 

to Board Chair Byron Francis 
who steered us through the 
negotiation process. 
 

Warmest regards, 
The North Side Family 
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PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE 

(and how you can help) 
 

 A New Technology Center 
We are finishing the final touches on the 
installation of 15 new desktop 
computers.  This is just one step in the 
process of fulfilling our mission to 
prepare our students to be successful in 
their next step after North Side. The 
computers will be put to immediate use 
as the entire student body takes our 
new NWEA Student Assessment tests 
in the Technology Center, using this 
brand new equipment. 
NEEDED:  A smart board with projector 
and a network printer 
 

 An Early Childhood Center  
An exciting renovation of an existing 
building will begin in June due to a 
generous grant.  See article on the next 
page for more details. 

 A New Playground 
With a commitment from MICDS students to raise $10,000 (25% 
of the project) and a grant from the Service Bureau, fundraising 
has begun!  This new playground will replace existing equipment 
that is nearly 30 years old.  See inside for more details. 

 
 On-Site Food Service 

North Side serves not only lunch but also breakfast to all 
students.  We now have the opportunity to bring the food service 
in-house by taking ownership of the commercial kitchen on the 
property. 
NEEDED:  A commercial freezer and commercial cookware 
 

 Landscaping 
Plans are in process to clean up and landscape the  
beds around campus. 
NEEDED:  Plant materials and sod



 

  

 
We are proud to announce that 
North Side has received a generous 
grant from Gateway Children’s 
Charity and will be able to expand 
its Pre-kindergarten program this 
Fall. 

The expansion will create a 
separate Early Childhood Center on 
campus using a building obtained as 
part of the purchase of the property. 
The funds from Gateway Children’s 
Charity will be used to renovate and 
completely furnish two new 
classrooms with furniture and 
teaching supplies.   

Realizing the importance of early 
childhood education and its impact 
on lifelong learning, North Side will 
continue to expand the Pre-
kindergarten program to 4 
classrooms of 15 students by Fall 
2013.   Without a Pre-K start, 
children entering Kindergarten are 
at least seven months behind the 
national average.  This year’s Pre-K 
class will start Kindergarten 
academically, emotionally, and 
behaviorally prepared.  
 
“Our board visited North Side earlier 
this year and we were impressed  
by the staff, the school’s mission 
and most of all the students”,   
explains Steve Lochmoeller, 
Gateway Children’s Charity Board   

 

Gateway Children’s Charity 
is hosting a fundraising 
event in Clayton on May 
19th.  All supporters of North 
Side are invited to attend!  
 
For more details and ticket 
information please 
visit: http://www.gatewaychi
ldrenscharity.org/Events.as
px 

 
 
Member.   "Gateway Children's 
Charity's mission is to fund 
projects that directly impact pre-k 
children and we are excited to be 
working with North Side.  The 
funds we're providing will have an 
immediate impact, and will be 
used for building renovations that 
will allow the school to accept 
even more pre-k students.”  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    

 

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS 
 
PROJECT PLAY - AN MICDS INITIATIVE 
MICDS students have embarked on an exciting campus-wide community 
service project:  To raise money and then build a playground at North 
Side!  A group of MICDS Upper School students visited North Side 
to interview the children about their dream playground.  The interviews 
were highlighted in a video produced to kick off the project at MICDS.  
Students have held bake sales and free dress days and are currently 
selling Project Play t-shirts to raise the funds needed.  More fundraising 
events have been planned for the remainder of this school year with the 
goal to raise a total of $10,000.   
 

 
WHITFIELD STUDENTS’ COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY 

Fourteen 10th grade Whitfield students worked in the classrooms 
at North Side as part of their Community Service project. The Whitfield 
students worked individually with North Side students, graded papers, 
gave assessments, organized classroom libraries and much more! They 
also enjoyed eating lunch together and playing at recess. "They truly 
enjoyed being able to work with the students one on one along with 
listening and learning about their daily lives," shared Audrey Lampe, 
10th Grade Advisor at Whitfield. The faculty and children at North Side 
agree! 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

DINE AND DISCUSS 
During the month of April, three Parent Dinners, by grade level, were 
held at the school.  The dinners were served to our parents by the 
North Side administrative team, and gave everyone an opportunity to 
discuss the school year and how we can work together to continue 
our commitment to our neighborhood, our community, and our 
student families. Many great ideas were shared, and we look forward 
to making these events an annual affair.  We owe a huge Thank You 
to Board Member Vivian Gibson, who cooked all three spaghetti 
dinners. 
 

A Letter from a Parent: 
My child Kenadi McDile started in kindergarten at NSCS this year, and I 
just wanted to thank you for the wonderful experience we have had so 
far.  I have been very impressed with the environment here.  My 
daughter loves coming to school every day, learning new things, and 
seeing her teachers and friends.  She is excited to show me what she 
has learned, and every week I hear about the interesting events and 
activities she attends here: swimming lessons, field trips to the Art 
Museum or library, the “Peace Ball,” the canned food drive...  I am 
happy knowing that she is having fun and receiving the quality 
education she deserves.  

Sincerely, 
Barbara Summlin  

ANNUAL EGG HUNT    
The second annual North Side Easter Egg Hunt was held on campus 
on Saturday, April 7th. Co-hosted by Alderman Charles 
Quincy Troupe and members of his team, we opened our campus 
to children and families from throughout the neighborhood.  With a  

DJ, Bounce-House, and a barbecued hot dog 
lunch, hundreds of neighborhood children  
spent a Saturday morning hunting for eggs  
and enjoying the fun events. This event 
symbolizes out continued outreach to our 
neighborhood, and we thank Alderman Troupe 
and all of our volunteers for a fantastic job. 

  



 

 

 

Guest Debbie Goldfarb 
and many others joined the Pre-
Kindergarten class to celebrate Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday.  After reading 
Green Eggs and Ham, everyone was 
treated to a breakfast of the same! 

Student Marcus Carter 
 wins the MVP award during 
 the Boys Soccer competition. 
Congratulations! 

Former St. Louis Cardinal, 
Andy Benes and Fredbird talked with 
students about “Doin’ it Right” – 
Don’t do Drugs!  Stay in School! 
Participate in Sports and Stay Fit! 

Whitney Ballsrud,
2nd Grade teacher, was nominated for

the Teach for America’s Sue Lehman
 Excellence in Teaching Award.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Much has been written and discussed about Charter Schools in St. 
Louis recently, whether it be in the Post-Dispatch, on the Beacon 
website, or on radio and television. Even here at North Side, we have 
fielded questions, so we would like to take this opportunity to directly 
address the issue(s). 
 

Do the recent forced closures have any affect on North Side? 
Absolutely not. The Missouri State Department of Secondary and 
Elementary Education (DESE) has closed six charter schools in St. 
Louis, all of which were part of a large education management 
organization, Imagine Schools. These six schools have been 
performing far below the minimum acceptable standards for several 
years.  
 
Will the closure have any affect on North Side? 
Probably not. Some of the students that have been attending Imagine 
Schools may desire to transfer to North Side. As a public school, if we 
have available space, we are obligated to take any applicant. Right 
now, we have no spaces in second and third grades, and just a few 
spaces in first grade. Our policy will be the same as it has always 
been:  We will accept enrollment applications for anyone who wishes 
to apply. If space is available, we hold an enrollment lottery for those 
applicants in late May.  
 
What is the future for Charter Schools in St. Louis? 
Actually, the future is very bright. Enrollment continues to grow, and 
schools continue to open. There will be a new charter school this fall, 
and several more applicants have applied for charters to begin 
operations for the 2013-2014 school year. In fact, the school district 
of St. Louis, St. Louis Public Schools, long a critic of charter schools, 
has now actually applied to sponsor their own charter schools!  
 
What does all this mean for North Side? 
North Side is a healthy, growing school, financially strong, and we 
enjoy the strong support of our sponsor, UMSL. However, it is 
incumbent on us (as it always been) to achieve and document 
academic growth of our students. 
 

 

 

THE STATE OF CHARTER 
SCHOOLS IN ST. LOUIS 
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