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THANK YOU 
Dear Friends of NSCS: 

Every day, we find numerous reasons 
to be thankful and to celebrate the 
generosity and talents of the many 
friends of North Side Community 
School.   We are grateful for a 
dedicated staff, helpful parents, an 
expanding volunteer base, and a 
caring community who support us in 
so many ways.   

In this issue, we recognize a special 
group of volunteers who visit our 
school weekly to help in the first grade 
class rooms.  And, we highlight the 
opportunities we had this past fall 
season to shine academically, 
artistically, through community 
service, and with our various 
important partners.   

We always need more help, whether it 
is donating an item from our wish list, 
sharing an hour a week or month in  
the classroom, or partaking in our  
 

 
Friday activities.  Just let us 
know and we will find the 
perfect fit for you at NSCS! 
 
Warmest regards, 
The North Side Family 
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NORTH SIDE NEWS 
where we are today and what lies ahead 

 



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

 

Our volunteers are an important part of 
our day and our ability to maximize the 
learning experience. “First grade is such 
a pivotal year when the world of reading 
really comes alive!  It can be very 
exciting, but also very frustrating for 
kids who might need a little extra 
practice,” explains Carol Klein, a 
weekly volunteer in the first grade.  
 
Carol, a group of her friends, and 
members of the First Congregational 
Church and St. Michael & St. George 
came together last spring for 6 weeks in 
Kirsten Klein’s classroom.  It was such 
a positive experience for the volunteers 
and NSCS that the program was 
expanded to all four first grade 
classrooms and now has about 4 to 6 
tutors every day!  Tutors stay for 45 
minutes to an hour.   
 
The main goal of the program is to give 
students additional time to practice 
reading, sounding out words, and 
strengthen comprehension.  Tutors 
work with students at all levels, some 
advanced, some struggling, some in the 
middle, so there is no "stigma" attached 
with working with a tutor. 
 
Carol sums up the experience, “It is just 
so exciting to see what happens when a 
student "gets it" and the light comes on! 

New Shoes for Every Student! 
 At the end of the Annual Holiday 

program, Principal Erondu 
announced that there was a 
surprise in each student’s backpack 
- a new pair of Fila tennis shoes!  
That’s over 200 pairs of shoes!  We 
thank Carol and Jon Epstein 
for this generous gift to our 
students.  



 REPORT CARD
Our Testing Strategy 
The Mission of NSCS is to prepare our 
students to be successful both 
behaviorally and academically in 
middle and high school, and beyond.  
An important benchmark in 
determining that success is academic 
progression while at North Side.  
Every student is initially assessed 
within 7 days of his or her enrollment 
to measure where they stand against 
national norms.  

Tests Used: 
• The Bracken test is used for 

our Pre-K students 
• All other grades take the Iowa 

Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)  
 

Monthly thereafter, curriculum-specific 
testing and assessment instruments 
are given and reviewed for each 
student.  In May, another ITBS test is 
given.  From these results, our 
teachers are able to determine how 
much growth and what type of 
a

individual students.  Because 
of our small class size (15) 
and the use of interns and 
aides, individual work is an 
integral piece of the daily 
instruction. 

dditional work is needed for 

   
For the first time, this year 
our third grade students will 
take the Missouri 
Assessment Program (MAP) 
test, a state requirement 
beginning with third grade.  It 
is this test that measures 
how our students perform to 
state standards. 

In St. Louis, 
27% of school 
aged children 

attend a 
charter school

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
NSCS believes it is important to give back to our community and be 
a global citizen.  On October 14th, our 2nd grade class participated in 
World Food Day at the Danforth Plant Center.  Working in teams, 
students and family members packaged nutritious rice and soy 
protein meals for people facing food shortages in sub-Saharan 
Africa.  After the work was done, our students took a tour of the 
center and learned how scientists are working on ways to stop world 
hunger.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOlIDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Holidays are exciting and NSCS encourages the enthusiasm of our 
students to strengthen friendships, broaden our knowledge of history 
and tradition, and show off our talents.  This year, we welcomed MICDS 
6th grade students for our Halloween celebration for the second year in 
a row, held a full Thanksgiving feast, and preformed for family and 
friends at the 3rd Annual Holiday Program.   
 

 .   

HALLOWEEN  
6th grade students and teachers from MICDS visited on two separate 
occasions during the month of October.  The girls came on October 20th 
to make pumpkin lanterns and read Halloween books to our 
Kindergarten and First grade classrooms.  
 
The boys came on October 28th to hold a Halloween Carnival for the 
entire school!  Each classroom rotated through activities staffed by 
MICDS boys.  Stations included face painting, pumpkin bowling, making 
treat bags, having silly photographs made, and even playing Simon 
Says in the hall.     
 
As you can imagine, both visits were quite a treat and a lot of fun for our 
NSCS students.  Thank you to MICDS students and teachers for 
visiting, providing supplies, and donating over 50 books! 

 
 

      



 THANKSGIVING 
Our Thanksgiving celebration 
combined a history lesson with 
community service and lots of fun.  
Each classroom studied early 
America while learning the value of 
giving and working together.  NSCS 
participated in a food drive for the 
food pantry at the Memorial 
Boulevard Church.  Over 260 cans 
were collected and donated!  
Students also made festive feather 
hats and woven placemats in the 
classroom, and then shared a 
Thanksgiving feast together.    
 
 
3RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
On December 23, parents, friends, 
and special guests were entertained 
with traditional Christmas carols and 
Kwanzaa songs.  Many thanks to 
Will Hardrick, a community 
friend for beginning the program by 
singing “Lift Every Voice and Sing”, 
the African-American National 
Anthem, Johnathan Loesch, Art 
teacher for the wonderful mural, and 
especially Ginny Grace, 
Language Arts teacher (and acting 
music teacher!) for teaching the 
students and orchestrating a 
wonderful performance by all.  
Gerald Powell, a 3rd grader, 
Clarence Simms, a 1st grader, 
and Tyrell Kilbert, a 2nd grader 
emceed the evening with charm and 
sophistication. 
 
A job well done!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A PEACEFUL 
INITIATIVE 
Last November, North Side students 
kicked off a month long program 
sponsored by CharacterPlus, the 
Peace Ball project.   This purpose of 
this program is to reinforce students’ 
moral leadership choices by 
recognizing how their individual 
peacemaking actions make a 
difference to the entire school 
community. 
 
What is a Peace Ball? 
A Peace Ball is created when 
students earn a strand of yarn or 
cloth each time they are caught in an 
act of peace, caring, or conflict 
resolution.  The individual strands 
are collected in each classroom, then 
combined and rolled into one Peace 
Ball. 
 

 
 

Holiday Reading Festival 
After submitting the Peace Ball 
for display at the Magic House,  
North Side students were invited to 
participate in the Holiday Reading 

Festival at Children’s 
Illustrated Art Museum.   Our 
students were then featured 
on KMOV.  See our 
Facebook page for the link. 
 
“This project has had 
significantly more staying 
power than we ever 
expected.  We are delighted 
with the impact it has made 
on the school”, declared 
Stella Erondu, Principal. 
 

Parents, students and 
teachers are 

collecting Box Tops 
to raise money for a 

new playground. 
 

You can help too!  Mail us 
your box tops. 

 
 



We welcome the items 

WISH LIST
below or the funds to 
purchase them! 

 
• Socks and Underwear, 

sizes 4T – 12/14 

 

North Side Community School * 3033 N. Euclid * St. Louis, MO 63115 
314-385-9502 * www.northsidecommunityschool.org

  

We’re Social Too! 
like us on facebook: nity School North Side Commu
follow us on twitter:  charteroneuclid 

 
• Shop ‘n Save and 

Target Gift Cards 
 

• Art Supplies, such as 
tempura paints, 
markers, and 
construction paper 

 
• School Bus 

 
• Uniforms  
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