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Present: Vivian Gibson, Jim Brigham, Byron Francis, Pat Shipley, Kathy Anderson, 
Alison Nash, Dotti Pennington, Beth Louis, Sue Cejka, Ray Thorpe 
 
Staff: John, Brian, Muriel, Stella, Anne, Janine 
UMSL: Bill Mendelsohn 
DESE: Steve Langhorst 
 
Meeting began at 4:50 
 

1. Minutes of November meeting were approved.  
2.  Janine Gorrell, the new assistant principal, reported on her work. She described 

her work with teachers, the new teacher aide process, curriculum developments in 
science and social studies. She gave data on effectiveness of aiding process. 

3. Anne Miller reported on developments in the ECC. ECC now consists of both pre-k 
and kindergarten. Backward planning process was described. Results of recent 
NWEA and other testing were given. 

4. Stella Erondu talked about the general condition of the program, citing its advances 
and healthy condition.  

5. Finance Committee Report:   
x Brian Gross reported that due to continued problems with the new 

accounting system, the November financials aren’t ready. They should be 
ready within a week and will be sent then. 

x Check register was reviewed and approved. 
x Brian announced that we are considering refinancing our loan. He has 

contacted one bank and will talk with others.    
6. Development Report: Muriel Smith reported. Reviewed the donor list and discussed 

grant requests. Confirmed that Friends Helping Friends fundraiser will be at the 
Moto Museum on April 29th. Sponsorships are coming in at a good rate. Asked 
Board members to help get more sponsors. Young Friends are planning a bowling 
event for March 3rd at Pin-Up Bowl. On March 19th, the Kingsway East Association 
will have a jazz event in the school gym, co-sponsored by the school. All are 
invited. Tickets are $30. 

7.  Human Resources Report: Vivian reported that committee met. Reviewed charter 
and planned activities. Will do a survey of the teachers in the next two months. Is 
planning a social event for teachers and Board members. Is looking for additional 
members, especially for a person with HR expertise. Dotti has a person she 
recommends. Muriel recommended asking Young Friends. 

8. Recruitment Report: Kathy is also looking for members. Ask Board members for 
names of possible new members, since we are losing three this year. Asked Muriel 
for a list of Young Friends. 

9. Strategic Planning/Facilities Report: With the loss of Alex Schoch, the committee is 
headless. Looking for new head. Ryan Bumb, a member of the Young Friends, has 
expressed interest in joining the committee. Jim will contact him. John announced 
that he had explored the possibility of NSCS taking over Better Learning 
Communities Academy, a charter school that is closing this summer. After general 
discussion of issues, Jim formed an ad hoc committee to consider the matter. He 
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will head the committee and appoint its members. The committee is charged with 
coming back to the Board at the February meeting with a recommendation. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 7:00. 
 
 
 
  
 


