
North Side Community School 
Board Minutes 

4-12-16 
 

Present: Vivian Gibson, Jim Brigham, Pat Shipley, Kathy Anderson, Sue Cejka, 

Byron Francis, Alison Nash 
 

Staff: John, Brian, Muriel, Stella, Janine 
UMSL: Bill Mendelsohn 
 

Meeting began at 4:45 
 
Minutes of February meeting were approved.  

 
Jim reported that the BLCA expansion discussions had broken down over the lease 

terms, effectively ending the prospect of expansion to the new site.  
 
John gave an update on the purchase and development of the Kingshighway 

property. A plan for development is being created. A small, narrowly targeted 
fundraising campaign will attempt to raise money for purchase and development. 
Aim is to go to possible funders in early May. 

 
John announced that Anne Miller, the director of the Early Childhood Center, is 

leaving at the end of the year. Her duties will be assumed by the assistant principal, 
Janine Gorrell. The board praised Anne’s work and regretted her departure. A 
plague honoring her founding of the pre-k program will be placed in the hall of the 

ECC building. 
 
Mrs. Erondu reviewed preparations for the MAP tests that begin this month. She 

wisely made no predictions, but expressed her pleasure with the work of the 
teachers and students so far this year. It has been a good year, morale is high, and 

general condition of the school and academic program is good. Stella also reported 
attendance numbers showing higher numbers than last year, due in part to social 
worker using local court truancy officers to put pressure on parents.  

 
Finance Committee Report:   
1. Brian Gross reviewed December, January, and February financials; check 

registers for January and February were reviewed and approved. 
2. Draft of budget for 2016-17 was discussed. Final draft will be reviewed and 

approved at June meeting. 
3. Brian reported on work on loan refinancing. He will have five proposals. Most 
offer lower rates than current loan with IFF.  

4. Recent tax proposition of SLPS was reported. NSCS will receive funds after two 
years. Amount per student will be approximately $700. 
5. Brian requested changes in board meeting dates, especially those between 

January and June. Board will consider changes at the June meeting.   

  



 
Development Report: 

1. Muriel asked if the board would sponsor gifts for 5th grade graduates. Board 
agree to sponsor. Muriel will come up with a gift. 
2. WU fraternity and sorority are fundraising and volunteering for us. Plan to raise 

money for leveled readers and do work around the school. 
3. YF bowling event in late Feb. was a great success. 150 attended. YF also had a 

volunteer day in March. They worked on the residence remodeling project, helping 
move everything out of building and do some demolition. 
4. FHF is moving ahead. $65,000 in sponsorships. Muriel distributed sponsor and 

guest lists. Auction was described.  
  
Strategic Plan: 

Jim discussed need to revisit plan and address issues of future expansion. Dotti as 
new leader of committee will get a process started. 

 
Human Resources: 
Vivian reviewed the staff survey. Generally positive. Concerns about too many extra 

duties, not enough support on discipline matters, and desire for better 
communication by administration. 
 

Nominations: 
Kathy nominated Alice Galt. After discussion, the board approved. 

   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00. 

 
 
Reported by Secretary, 

 
____________________ 

Vivian Gibson 
 
 

 
  
 

  


