
To our North Side Community School Family:


Now that our Summer Program is over, our thoughts are turning to starting our 2020-2021 
School Year in the fall. Just like everywhere else, our plans are amended almost daily, as 
current events shape the nature of our Fall semester. We feel very good about the upcoming 
year, as North Side is well positioned both financially and academically to handle all the 
difficulties we expect. 
 
Our brand new classroom building and cafeteria expansion are nearing completion! We can’t 
wait to have all our families tour these great new facilities, but because our construction crews 
are hard at work completing the project, we’ll have to wait just a bit longer. It is going to be 
GREAT!


Our founder and long time Executive Director of the School, John Grote, has resumed his 
duties, and is hard at work with his leadership team in making sure we are ready to go. Stella 
Erondu, another school founder and long time leader, has postponed a planned sojourn away 
and has agreed to return to her original role as Principal of our Elementary School. These two 
veterans are uniquely positioned to guide us through the uncertainty that COVID has placed on 
education in general, and North Side in particular. And, we are excited to introduce the newest 
member of our leadership team, Leah Harris, who is joining us from New York City with a 
wealth of experience in the charter school world as our new Middle School Principal.


We wish we had answers to all the questions that we know our families have. Much of what we 
do in terms of such things as social distancing, transportation, school hours, meals, recess, 
indeed, even when we can and can’t be in school, remain under the authority of our State 
Board. Directions and guidelines issued by the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) will give us the information we need to finalize our plans, but 
those directions and guidelines have yet to be finalized. We will let everyone know our plans 
the moment we get guidelines from the State. We expect those shortly. Check back frequently, 
and watch for our postings on social media to stay informed.


In the meantime, feel free to contact our leadership team directly whenever necessary. As you 
might expect, we are very busy, but will get back to you as quickly as possible.


Welcome to 2020-2021! It will be a VERY interesting year and we are glad you are joining us on 
this journey!


Executive Director: 	 	 	 John Grote; 314.385.9502.

	 	 	 	 	 john.grote@northsidecommunityschool.org  

Elementary School Principal:		 Stella Erondu; 314.385.9502

	 	 	 	 	 stella.erondu@nothsidecommunityschool.org


Middle School Principal:	 	 Leah Harris: 314.499.2009 

	 	 	 	 	 leah.harris@northsidecommunityschool.org


mailto:john.grote@northsidecommunityschool.org
mailto:stella.erondu@nothsidecommunityschool.org
mailto:leah.harris@northsidecommunityschool.org

