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GATEWAY CHILDREN’S CHARITY AWARDS $200,000 IN GRANTS TO  
INCREASE ACCESS TO HIGH-QUALITY EARLY LEARNING PROGRAMS 

 
 FamilyForward, Ready Readers, North Side Community School, and City Garden 

Montessori School Awarded Funding to Serve St. Louis Pre-K Students 
 
ST.  LOUIS,  Septem ber  16,  2022— Today Gateway Children’s Charity (GCC) announced they have 
awarded a total of $200,000 in grant funding to four organizations serving young children and their 
families in underserved St. Louis communities. First time GCC grantees Family Forward and Ready 
Readers received funding to expand the reach of their programs. City Garden Montessori School and 
North Side Community School were awarded funding for renovations that will enhance their pre-K 
learning spaces. Their grants mark a continuation of past support to outfit classrooms and playground 
equipment. Founded in 2009, Gateway Children's Charity raises funds to make high-impact, tangible 
investments in early childhood programs that support children living in underserved St. Louis 
communities.   
 
“This year’s grantees are changing their students’ trajectory with high-quality programs that set them 
up for success in Kindergarten and beyond,” said Gateway Children’s Charity Founder and President, 
Mike Todorovich II. “Gateway Children’s Charity is proud to fuel their transformational work with St. 
Louis students.” 
 
FamilyForward was awarded $120,000 to double the size of their therapeutic preschool, which serves 
students who have experienced early adversity. The program incorporates play and family therapy as 
well as access to occupational and speech therapy along with a cognitively-focused early learning 
curriculum. It is free to St. Louis County residents and children who qualify for Medicaid. The Gateway 
Children’s Charity grant will fund the construction of their new therapeutic preschool facility, housed 
within their Developmental Trauma Center campus on North Lindbergh, which opens this fall. 
FamilyForward was created in 2017 with the merger of two long-standing nonprofits: Children’s Home 
Society of Missouri and Family Resource Center.  
 
“Gateway Children’s Charity’s funding will further our work to provide holistic support for children who 
have experienced significant trauma and their families,” said Sharon Skidmore Stern, Chief Program 
Officer at FamilyForward. “The completion of our new campus will be an incredible milestone for our 
organization as we walk alongside families towards hope and healing.”  
 
Ready Readers received $30,000 to expand the reach of their literacy programs. The grant will fund the 
purchase of some 2,000 books so that more than 280 additional children can build a love of reading 
and access the rewards of literacy this school year. Ready Readers sends trained volunteers into 

https://familyforwardmo.org/
https://www.readyreaders.org/


 

classrooms in low-income communities to read aloud to young children and distribute books, sparking 
imaginations and building early literacy skills in preparation for kindergarten. 
 
“Gateway Children’s Charity’s generous gift will help more children discover the joy of reading by giving 
them books for home and their classroom,” said Ready Readers executive director Angela Sears Spittal. 
“Together, we are spreading joy and nurturing lifelong readers and learners.” 
 
North Side Community School, a charter public school serving students on the North Side of St. Louis in 
pre-K through eighth grade, received $30,000 capital improvements for their pre-K program. North Side 
has previously received funding from GCC for the launch and expansion of its pre-K program and the 
repairs to the playground for their Early Childhood Center. GCC’s funding this year will replace aging 
floors, skylights, bathrooms, and make other enhancements to promote a safe and healthy learning 
environment. 
 
“Gateway Children’s Charity has been a valued early education partner for North Side since the launch 
of our pre-K,” said Douglas Thaman, Executive Director of North Side Community School. “Like GCC, we 
see a strong pre-K program as a critical launchpad for students like ours who too often start school 
already behind. The positive classroom environment that GCC’s investment will help to create sets the 
stage for rigorous learning experiences that nurture the whole child.” 
 
City Garden Montessori School, a charter public school in the Botanical Heights neighborhood serving 
students in pre-K through eighth grade, has been awarded $20,000 to create a special education pre-K 
classroom. GCC funding will finance renovating space currently used for administrative purposes and 
purchasing furniture and instructional materials. Last year, City Garden tripled the number of pre-K 
classrooms in their new elementary school building and GCC funded the creation of an age-appropriate 
pre-K playground.   
 
“As City Garden grew its early childhood education program in the past year, we saw a higher 
percentage of students entering preschool with needs that require additional support,” said Christie 
Huck, City Garden executive director. “A dedicated special education classroom will allow us to better 
serve the significantly higher percentage of students enrolling with learning disabilities, students who 
require speech and language services, students who need occupational therapy and physical therapy, 
students with mild to severe behavioral and mental health challenges, and families experiencing varying 
levels of crisis and trauma.” 
 
A robust body of research, including a 2017 study from Duke University, indicates that high-quality early 
education establishes a strong foundation that supports success in school and beyond, especially for 
children growing up in underserved communities.  Longitudinal studies by Nobel prize winner James 
Heckman demonstrate that high-quality early childhood programs have wide-ranging positive benefits 
for attendees – including increased educational attainment, better health outcomes, higher income, 
and reduced involvement with the criminal justice system.  
   
Founded in 2009, Gateway Children’s Charity is a local nonprofit that raises and grants funds to early 
childhood programs that support children living in underserved St. Louis communities. Past grantees 
include Beyond Housing 24:1 Initiative, Center for Hearing and Speech, City Academy, Cornerstone 
Center, Flance Early Learning Center, Hilltop Child and Family Development Center, KIPP St. Louis, 
Refuge and Restoration, SouthSide Early Childhood Center, STAR for Early Childhood Educators, St. 
Nicholas Catholic Church, St. Cecilia Catholic Church, Unleashing Potential, and Urban Sprouts Child 
Development Center. Gateway Children’s Charity is led by a board of accomplished businesspeople, 
professionals, and parents who are committed to ensuring all children in the St. Louis area have access 
to excellent early learning programs. 
 
  
About Gateway Children’s Charity 
Gateway Children’s Charity raises funds to make high-impact, tangible investments in early childhood 
programs that support children living in underserved St. Louis communities. Gateway Children’s 

https://www.northsidecommunityschool.org/
https://www.citygardenschool.org/
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/duke_prekstudy_final_4-4-17_hires.pdf
https://heckmanequation.org/


 

Charity makes annual grants to expand access to excellent early education and other services that 
provide young children and their families with a strong foundation for future success in school and in 
life. Founded in 2009, the organization has raised and granted more than $1,500,000 to expand 
opportunity for St. Louis children. For more information, visit www.gatewaychildrenscharity.org and 
follow us on Facebook. 
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