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It is always nice when someone from the outside looks in and says, “Good job.” 

Niche, a Pittsburgh-based data-crunching company, has designated North Side as the #1 
elementary charter school in St. Louis for 2019. Niche also ranked us as the #3 elementary 
charter school in the state. Here’s a deeper look at how and why we made the grade.  

Niche is an organization that helps families find the schools, colleges, neighborhoods, and jobs 
that fit them. Most relevant to our North Side community, Niche researchers analyze dozens of 
public data sets and millions of reviews to produce comprehensive rankings, report cards, and 
profiles for k-12 schools all over America.  
 
Unlike many school ratings sites, Niche does not ask schools to advertise with them. Their 
rankings are based solely on measurable information. The researchers don’t just look at 
standardized test scores but include parent perceptions of the whole school experience. They 
measure not just academics but diversity, school atmosphere, and student outcomes, including 
graduation and attrition rates.  
 
“Remaining at #1 is in many ways more difficult than getting to #1,” said Chester Asher, North 
Side CEO. “Staying true to our core values while innovating and expanding is the next phase of 
the North Side story. The same grit, discipline, and creativity leading to this #1 rating will be the 
foundation for our continued efforts.” 

This year, nearly 100,000 schools and districts received a Niche ranking and 2019 Report Card. 
Out of 51,000 elementary public schools measured across the country, North Side ranked in the 
top 17 percent.  
 
Niche data is mined from the U.S. Department of Education, Common Core Data, Civil Rights 
Data Collection, School Attendance Boundary Survey, and Niche k-12 student and parent 
surveys, among other sources.  


