
 

 

Q & A with our New Leader CEO Chester Asher 

August 28, 2019 

Chester Asher just finished up the first weeks of the school year, always an exciting time. It’s 
especially so when you’re leading a new school in a new state. So, Mr. Asher, who goes simply 
by Asher, is taking a minute to look around. He is slowing down to talk with us about who he is 
and what he sees ahead for North Side.  

Hired in April as North Side’s new CEO, Asher was chosen by the Board of Directors after an 
extensive nationwide search to succeed our founding Executive Director John Grote. Asher has 
a strong history of success as a teacher — in all grades — an assistant principal, a principal, a 
nonprofit founder/executive director mentoring youth in New York City, and as a charter school 
executive director outside of Atlanta. Asher earned graduate degrees in education and nonprofit 
management as well as a law degree. He has a passion for social justice honed by years in the 
public education field and by his own personal experiences as a man of color and a father. 

Q: What do you see as the biggest strength of North Side? 

A: North Side is a family. We love our children. We care for our children. We want to see the 
absolute best for them and work joyfully together to achieve that goal. We take care of each 
other. We help our parents, we help our teachers and staff, we help our family members. As a 
family, when one of us succeeds, we all do, so we continually try and lift each other up and 
provide the supports that each individual, adult or child, needs to get to the next level in their 
lives.  

Q: How do you see North Side evolving and continuing to set the bar for public education? 

A: This year a big focus is on our core values of J.U.S.T.I.C.E. North Side Knights seek to be 
Just, Unapologetic, Self-Disciplined, Tenacious, Inquisitive, Courteous & Considerate, and 
Enthusiastic. It’s great to be smart, but the only way to be a great person is to couple 
intelligence with being a good person. School’s teach. But our obligation is not just to teach 
math, science, and other subjects. Our obligation is also to teach about the character necessary 
for the next generation of lawyers, scientists, and politicians that will help to dramatically better 
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our world. To this effect, this year we’re referring to our students as scholars. A scholar is one 
who seeks knowledge. Education should not be a passive sport. It requires action and initiative, 
and our scholars are people with initiative to improve themselves, our communities, our country, 
and our world.  

Q: Tell us about your years working with students in the Bronx. How will that inform your work 
here? 

A: I worked in the South Bronx, the poorest congressional district in the nation. This community 
was hit hard with drug addiction, crime, violence, and trauma. However, we were able to show 
our children and their families how beautiful they really were and how much potential they had. 
North Side has already begun the work of showing the whole of St. Louis how families in some 
of our most troubled communities can still have the highest performing kids.  
 
North Side is the #1 performing public and charter school in St. Louis. Our scholars outperform 
their peers on standardized tests in the some of the wealthiest, most successful districts in St. 
Louis County. We earned 100% on our Annual Performance Report for the past three years. No 
other charter school has come close to doing this. Just this year, we were ranked as the #1 
charter school in St. Louis and #3 in all of Missouri by Niche. (see following article) 
 
We want to make North Side the #1 school in the state and competitive on a national level. I 
have seen and believe in the indomitable spirit and limitless potential of humans who sometimes 
find themselves in the most challenging situations. They can and do achieve and conquer at the 
highest levels.  
 

Q: What is your vision for North Side Community School ten years down the road? 

A: North Side will still feel like a family. We will continue to help individual scholars and their 
families with all the challenges that try to interfere with their greatness. Our scholars will engage 
in opportunities usually reserved for private school children like international travel; foreign 
language programs; a complete assortment of athletics like tennis, lacrosse, basketball, hockey, 
and baseball; and state of the art STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) 
facilities. We will also be serving thousands of scholars, not only at our school, but by helping 
other schools throughout St. Louis improve the level of education provided. 
 

Q: What would the North Side community be surprised to know about you? 

A: I was the 112-pounder on my high school wrestling team. I was the second smallest person 
in my class and didn’t really start growing until I reached college. I did theater in high school and 
absolutely loved it. I still take acting classes as a hobby. I went to horse camp in middle school. 
There was only one other boy in the camp, but we loved it and gained a lifelong love of horses.  
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Q: What's your favorite thing about STL so far? 

A: The charming neighborhoods. From the Central West End, to Old North, to Midtown, to The 
Grove, St. Louis has a number of architecturally amazing, warm, and dynamic neighborhoods 
that should be the envy of the nation. I’m loving it here. 
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