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Chester Asher Brings His Skills as a New York City Public School Leader  
to Uplift the Children of North St. Louis City 

 

Press Contact: Deb Cottin  
at 314.499.1993 (desk), 314.221.6197 (cell) or  

deb.cottin@northsidecommunityschool.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

St. Louis, MO, April 17, 2019–When Ghana-native Chester Asher takes the lead of North Side 
Community School on June 1st, he will inherit a charter school that is thriving, growing, and 
looking to him to guide its second decade of growth and academic excellence. 

“North Side is extremely fortunate to secure Chester Asher as our new Executive Director,” said 
Jim Brigham, President of the Board of Directors at North Side. “After an extensive nation-wide 
search, he was the unanimous choice of our selection committee and board.  Asher has an 
outstanding record of charter school leadership and success in some of the toughest 
environments the City of New York has to offer.  The board believes Asher’s strength and 
character are the perfect fit for our children and their community, which has one of the highest 
concentrations of poverty and crime in St. Louis.” 

With graduate degrees in education and nonprofit management as well as a law degree, Asher 
has served notably in the trenches of urban public education as a teacher, administrator, 
consultant and nonprofit co-founder. With his time working in Sweden, New York, and Atlanta 
Asher will bring a world view to his work here. Some of his most notable accomplishments and 
experiences include: 

• He has taught in every grade K-12 in the New York City public schools. 
• As a principal and assistant principal, he led a charter high school in the South Bronx 

that served students coming from incarceration, homeless shelters and foster homes. 
He created a drastic reduction in fighting and a 73% drop in suspensions by transforming 
the school to be a place the students wanted to be. 
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• He co-founded and led a nonprofit for six years which successfully fostered youth 
mentorship and organizations in New York’s boroughs, schools and city council offices. 

• His most recent accomplishment was moving to Atlanta to become an executive 
director and turn around an academically and operationally troubled charter school. He 
succeeded by installing a new leadership team, adopting a strong instructional 
framework, and creating new financial and data tracking systems that led to the school’s 
first clean audit in four years and the renewal of its charter. 

Asher has been brought to St. Louis to expand on North Side’s strengths and continue its 
growth trajectory while sustaining its tradition of academic excellence. “I’m looking forward to 
serving children where there is such a legacy of success,” said Asher. “It’s nice knowing I don’t 
have to put out any immediate fires or address a financial crisis. I can focus on learning how our 
teachers, students and families are working together so successfully here. I want to ensure the 
school’s success far beyond my tenure. I feel like there is such a strong team of supporters 
around North Side, there will be robust collaboration to keep our momentum going.” 

Asher’s charge is to grow North Side from its current enrollment of 480 students to serve 650 
students by 2021. To attain this goal, Asher will lead a capital campaign to expand facilities on 
the main campus. His primary responsibility is to ensure North Side remains a model for 
academic excellence as it grows to serve more families. 

The recruitment process which led to the hire of Asher was underwritten by The Opportunity 
Trust, a regional foundation supporting stronger public education for all. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOOL SNAPSHOT: North Side is one of the most successful charter schools in Missouri. The 
school has achieved this while serving one of our state’s communities most challenged by high 
rates of crime, poverty and housing instability. The school is proof that given the right 
educational environment, any student can succeed. In the last three years, North Side has 
earned a 100% score on its annual performance report administered by Missouri. North Side is 
the only charter school in the state to achieve this ranking consistently during this timeframe.  

North Side opened in 2009 to provide a quality education to students in an area with few 
options. The school expanded by adding an Early Childhood Center in 2011. This fall, the school 
opened a middle school in the heart of Grand Center. This fall, North Side is adding seventh 
grade, and in 2020 an eighth grade. North Side is a 501c3 nonprofit organization sponsored by 
the University of Missouri-St. Louis (UMSL) and governed by a board of directors. 
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